
Formerly Nos. 1 & 2 Castle Road

From Pastureland to Saltwood Barracks and Castle Road

Introduction 

Today, Nos. 1 and 2 Castle Road stand as 
reminders of a residential landscape that 
emerged from a much earlier history. Before any 
permanent houses appeared, this strategic 
hillside was completely open, rural terrain 
belonging to the traditional manorial estates of 
Kent, used for centuries exclusively as peaceful 
agricultural pasture land for grazing livestock.

The hillside formed part of Saltwood Barracks, a 
military encampment established when Britain 
faced the threat of invasion by Napoleon’s forces. 
While the Napoleonic Wars did not officially start 
until 1803 and lasted until 1815, the initial military 
threat to Britain—and the reason the barracks 
were constructed here in 1797—began much 
earlier when the French Revolution broke out.



Following the closure of Saltwood Barracks, the buildings were 
dismantled and the land eventually passed into private 
ownership. For more than half a century, however, the former 
barracks ground remained open pasture, with no residential 
development taking place.

It was not until the latter part of the nineteenth century that this 
land began to change, as the old military ground was gradually 
transformed and the development of Castle Road took shape.

Among the properties that emerged from this transformation was 
Buona Vista. Its history is closely connected with the changing 
use of this land, from manorial pasture to military encampment 
and, eventually, private estate.

To understand how this came about, we must first look at the 
historical evidence for Saltwood Barracks and the military 
community that once occupied this ground.
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Saltwood map 1842



The Transformation of the Former Barrack Ground

Although the barracks buildings had disappeared, the land remained under Government ownership, 
controlled by the Board of Ordnance, until 19 August 1834. On that date, approximately 66 acres 
were sold to Jesse Pilcher of Cheriton for £3,920, transferring the former military ground into 
private ownership. (Ref 1)

Jesse Pilcher (1800–1873) was a prominent local landowner who lived at Cheriton Court, also known 
as Cheriton Manor. His purchase marked the beginning of a new chapter in the history of the site.
For many years, the former barrack ground remained largely open. As Hythe expanded during the 
Victorian period, the land was gradually divided into building plots, roads were laid out and houses 
began to appear. By the 1890s, William Collins Blakiston had purchased a plot offered with a house to 
be built upon it, marking an important stage in the development of Buona Vista.
A 1917 newspaper reference to “The Barrack Ground” shows that the area’s military past remained 
in local memory. The former barrack land subsequently became part of the developing Sandling 
Estate, in an area associated with present-day Hillcrest Road, Brockhill Road, Castle Road and 
Lookers Lane.
Thus, a site once occupied by military huts and a hospital was transformed into a residential 
landscape, providing the setting for the later story of Castle Road and the Blakiston sisters.



Saltwood Barracks — Military Life and Demise

Saltwood Barracks served as a military establishment during the Napoleonic Wars. Military 
records confirm that in February 1815, the site accommodated the 11th Light Dragoons, 
together with depots of the 8th and 85th Regiments.
The Saltwood Church burial registers record 38 burials in 1813, 64 in 1814, nine in 1815 and 
eight in 1816, reflecting the presence of a substantial military community and the period of 
change as the wars ended. Newspaper accounts published in 1914 and 1917 later helped 
preserve the history of the barracks through historical records, parish registers and local 
knowledge.
Following Napoleon’s defeat at Waterloo in 1815, the barracks were dismantled. On 14 
November 1816, auctioneers Ayerst and Reeve held a sale of materials from the military 
hospital and the officers’ and soldiers’ barracks. The advertisement listed timber, roof tiles, 
doors, windows, flooring and other reusable building materials.
The sale provides clear evidence that the buildings were systematically taken apart, bringing 
the barracks’ military use to an end.  (Ref 2)



Map showing Saltwood Barracks c1813
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Picture of Hythe and on the hill Saltwood Barracks.



William Collins Blakiston and His Family

William Collins Blakiston was born in Marylebone, Middlesex, in 1820. He worked as a National 
School Master, a respected Victorian profession requiring education, discipline and a strong sense 
of responsibility.
He married Mary Hannah Ashton, and they had four children: Maria, Clara, Alice and Arthur 
Blakiston. The 1851 and 1861 Census returns record the family living at Thorpe, Windsor, where 
William continued his work as a schoolmaster.
Mary Hannah died in 1885. In 1888, William married Mary Anne Warren, a schoolmistress who had 
a daughter, Clara Warren, from an earlier marriage.
Following his retirement, William moved to Hythe and became involved in property ownership. He 
purchased Buona Vista in Castle Road and purchased a separate plot opposite, where The Pioneer 
was subsequently built. William and Mary Anne eventually made The Pioneer their home, while 
Buona Vista remained associated with his daughters, Clara and Maria.



1891 census: William and Mary Blakiston, living at Buona 
Vista, although the enumerator has misspelt and put Bona 
Vista.



The Development of Castle Road

Following the closure of Saltwood Barracks, the former military land gradually became available 
for private ownership and residential development. During the nineteenth century, the 
surrounding landscape changed as land was divided into plots and new houses appeared.
By the 1890s, William Collins Blakiston had purchased Buona Vista, a house that would 
become closely connected with his daughters, Clara and Maria. He also purchased land 
opposite, where The Pioneer was later built.

Tracing Buona Vista through historical records requires care because Castle Road’s numbering 
changed over time. The house was originally recorded as No. 1 Castle Road. Around 1900–
1901, Craigside took the number 1, and Buona Vista became No. 3. A later change, probably in 
the late 1920s, resulted in Buona Vista becoming No. 5 Castle Road, its present address.
These changes explain why census returns, directories and other documents may list Buona 
Vista (Bona Vista) under different numbers, even though they refer to the same property.







13 Grosvenor Gardens

By 1891, Clara Blakiston had progressed to another 

prestigious position, serving as lady’s maid to Emily 

Harriet, Countess of St Germans, wife of Henry 

Cornwallis Eliot, 4th Earl of St Germans.

Emily Harriet was the sister of Mina Ellis, Clara’s former 

mistress. Clara’s move to the St Germans household 

therefore reflects a personal connection between the two 

families and suggests that her experience and trusted 

service were valued.

The Earl and Countess lived at 13 Grosvenor Gardens, 

London, in a magnificent residence. Their household 

employed sixteen servants, reflecting the wealth and 

standing of the family.

Clara’s appointment demonstrates how a skilled and 

dependable servant could build a career within the 

interconnected households of Victorian high society.

Service with the Earl and Countess of St Germans



The Role of a Lady’s Maid

A lady’s maid occupied a position of particular trust within a wealthy household, working closely 
with her mistress to maintain her appearance, wardrobe and personal comfort.

Her duties included:

Assisting with dressing and hairstyling.
Managing and caring for clothing, jewellery and accessories.
Sewing, mending garments and ensuring clothes were in good order.
Preparing outfits for dinners, balls and other social occasions.
Packing and organising clothing for journeys.
The role required practical skill, impeccable manners, discretion and an understanding of the 
social expectations of the household. A lady’s maid generally held a higher-status position than a 
housemaid, with more personal responsibility and often better pay.
For women such as Clara Blakiston, the role offered an opportunity to build a career through 
skill, reliability and the trust of influential employers.



1901 Census

1901 census Clara Blakiston age 55, at 1 Castle Road, Hythe . Retired.Living on own 
means.



Maria Blakiston: Service at Windsor Castle

Early Life and Royal Connections 

Born around 1844, Maria Blakiston was the elder sister of Clara Blakiston. The sisters followed careers in domestic service, but by 

1871 Maria had secured a particularly prestigious position at Windsor Castle, one of Britain’s principal royal residences. 

The 1871 Census records Maria Blackiston (Blakiston), aged 27, as a lady’s maid in the household of the Very Reverend 

Gerald Valerian Wellesley, Dean of Windsor, at the Deanery within Windsor Castle. 

The Dean of Windsor 

Gerald Valerian Wellesley (1809–1884) served as Dean of Windsor from 1856 until his death. 

He was responsible for St George’s Chapel, the royal chapel at Windsor Castle and spiritual 

home of the Order of the Garter. His position brought him into close association with the 

Royal Household and the wider world of Queen Victoria’s court. 

As lady’s maid, Maria held a position of personal trust within this distinguished household. 

Her appointment placed her at the heart of royal life, although it does not in itself establish 

that she personally served Queen Victoria. 

Maria’s census entry offers a valuable glimpse into her early career, revealing how both 

Blakiston sisters entered domestic service in influential households before eventually 

making their home together at Buona Vista, Hythe. 



Lady Wellesley: Maria’s Mistress

Maria Blakiston served as lady’s maid to Magdalen 
“Lily” Wellesley, wife of the Dean of Windsor. Lady 
Wellesley was the daughter of General Sir Henry 
Montagu, 6th Baron Rokeby, and belonged to an 
aristocratic family with military and royal connections.
Her social standing is reflected in a miniature portrait 
painted in 1860 by Annie Dixon, a celebrated artist 
admired by Queen Victoria.

As her personal maid, Maria cared for Lady Wellesley’s 
clothing and accessories, assisted with dressing and 
hairdressing, and undertook sewing and garment care.
Maria’s position placed her within the Windsor 
Castle community, serving the wife of a senior royal 
clergyman and working in an environment closely 
connected with royal and aristocratic life.



1871 Census Gerald Wellesley The Deanery Windsor Castle



Connection with Queen Victoria

Following Dean Wellesley’s death, Lady Wellesley was 
appointed an Extra Woman of the Bedchamber to 
Queen Victoria, bringing her into the Queen’s personal 
household. Although there is no evidence that Maria 
served the Queen directly, her association with Lady 
Wellesley connected her to the world of the Royal Court.

The 1901 and 1911 Censuses both record Maria as a 
visitor in Lady Wellesley’s household. This continued 
association suggests that their connection endured long 
after Maria’s active service, perhaps developing into a 
lasting friendship.  (Ref 7)

By 1911, Maria had retired, bringing to a close a working 
life that had taken her from domestic service to the 
distinguished household of Windsor Castle.

Windsor Castle.



Maria Blakiston’s Property Interests

The 1910 Lloyd George Valuation Survey 
provides evidence that Maria Blakiston owned 
property in her own right. It records her as the 
owner of No. 2 Castle Road, occupied by a 
tenant, Frederick Gait, indicating that she was 
receiving rental income.
The property was later renumbered No. 7 
Castle Road.
Importantly, this was a separate property 
from Buona Vista, where Maria and her sister 
Clara lived. Her ownership of a rented house 
suggests that Maria had achieved a degree of 
financial independence after years in 
domestic service, providing another insight 
into her life beyond her employment in 
prestigious households.

Lloyd George Survey 

More information, see (Ref 4)



Extract from the 1910 Lloyd George Valuation Survey showing Buona Vista, No. 2 Castle Road, The 
Pioneer and Craigside.



Buona Vista After William Collins Blakiston’s Death
William Collins Blakiston died in 1914, but Clara and Maria continued to live together at Buona 
Vista.
Both sisters had enjoyed long careers in domestic service, working in distinguished aristocratic and 
ecclesiastical households. Their careers were remarkable for the daughters of a provincial 
schoolmaster, and their later lives suggest they achieved a degree of financial independence.
The sisters remained at Buona Vista until the end of their lives. Their probate records provide a 
final documentary glimpse into their lives and estates, bringing the story of the Blakiston family 
to a close.



The Final Chapter: Clara and Maria Blakiston

Clara Blakiston died in January 1930, aged 84, after 
living in Hythe for more than thirty years. Her 
obituary in the Folkestone Herald records that her 
funeral took place at Saltwood Parish Church, 
where she was buried in her sister Maria’s grave. 
Maria had died about eighteen months earlier, also 
aged 84.
The report names their brother, A. P. Blakiston, 
among the principal mourners and notes that the 
sisters had counted the Reverend “Dick” 
Sheppard—later Dean of Canterbury Cathedral—
among their friends.
Together, the sisters’ lives had spanned decades of 
domestic service in distinguished households 
before their retirement in Hythe. The obituary 
provides a poignant final record of their close bond: 
even in death, Clara was laid to rest beside Maria.



St Peter and St Paul  Church of Saltwood
Maria and Clara Blakiston were buried together in the churchyard of St Peter and St Paul, 

Saltwood.

Their shared gravestone provides a final connection between the sisters and the Hythe area they 

called home during retirement.(Ref 3)



Buona Vista: A Continuing Story

Historical records suggest that around 1890–91, William Collins Blakiston purchased the first 
house on this part of Castle Road and named it Buona Vista. He lived there initially, but by the 
1901 census he was recorded as living at The Pioneer, the property he had purchased on a 
separate plot opposite.
Buona Vista subsequently became the home of his daughters, Clara and Maria Blakiston, who 
spent the later years of their lives there. They had lived in Hythe for more than thirty years by the 
time Clara died in 1930, following Maria’s death around eighteen months earlier.
The house has survived and been well maintained, preserving a link with the early development 
of Castle Road and the lives of the Blakiston family.
There is scope for further research into the property’s later history, including its owners and 
occupants after 1930. Research into more recent periods should respect the privacy of those 
still living.”

Although the name Buona Vista may no longer be in use, the story of the house extends 
beyond the Blakiston sisters, with further chapters still to be told.



Author Iris Pearce

Completed 24/10/2026



(Ref 1)

(Ref2)

Ref 3



Description of the house & interestingly, it says it 
has a side garden, so no house on the corner at 
this time 

Lloyd George Survey 1910
(Ref 4)





1901 and 1911 Census of Maria Blakiston visiting Magdalen Wellesley

1911 Census  
1901 Census

Ref 7
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