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JAMES C WILLIAMS AND CHARLIER CONSTRUCTION  

1.  Introduction 

I have been fortunate to meet Anne Charlier this year to gather valuable 
information concerning buildings in the Hythe locality designed by her 
brother James C  Williams for the family business, Charlier. The notes below 
are mainly based on those conversations, press articles, and  related 
material from a number of sources. 

Three of these properties attracted favourable comment in Pevsner’s 
renowned ‘Buildings of England’ series, so another useful source. 

2.  Selected prominent properties 

2.1  Palladio, Castle Avenue, Hythe  (1956) 

Palladio, built as a residence for Anne Charlier and her husband Jim in 1956, 
was an early property designed by Williams, shortly after qualifying the 
previous year. It was and is today an interesting and attractive bungalow 
constructed in the orchard previously of the back garden of a house in 
Hillcrest Road. Glass walls were prominent.  

An article from the Daily Mail book of Bungalow Plans(1958)1 on Palladio 
extols its virtues.  

 Thermostatically controlled central heating 
 Solid fuel cooker and water heater 
 Open plan kitchen and living area 
 Frost proof plumbing 

All features that would be regarded as commonplace today but breaking 
fairly new ground in 1956. 

Palladio was later extended in line with plans drawn up by Williams who 
correctly anticipated that the family would become larger. 

 
1 Reproduced in  Appendix 2 



Curiously, the name Palladio was chosen by the family from  a brand of 
wallpaper favoured by the family rather than  a connection to the renowned 
Italian architect! 

The Garden Room interestingly includes a brick floor thought to be from 
stables demolished at ShorncliƯe and a beam from the demolished 
Mackeson brewery in Hythe. 

The House had recently been sold and extracts from the house particulars 
are shown in Appendix 1. 

2.2  The Dene (1965) 

The former old house, the 
Dene, previously the home 
of the Mackesons had 
been put up for sale by its 
then owners, Brigadier Sir 
Harry Mackeson and 
Captain L Mackeson-
Sandbach. The photo of 
the old house (Anne 
Charlier collection) show 
the sizeable chunky house 
and the gardens sloping 
away.  

The auction took place on 17 May 1961 and the interesting catalogue for this 
is retained in the HCS Archives. Sadly the Dene was bought by a developer 
who knocked it down, it is unclear whether there was a campaign or 
significant opposition at the time to this. However the developer, having 
failed to get planning permission for a six storey block of 72 flats2, sold most 
of what was now a development plot on to Charlier who built the existing 
attractive modern development on a somewhat diƯicult sloping site.  

On a site of just less than an acre, 12 houses and a block of 12 flats were 
cleverly built around a communal garden, which made use of the existing 
beautiful  lawn and an old tree from the old house. It was lauded as ‘ houses 
in a Kentish garden’ and having a ‘luxuriant communal area’ 3. Access to the 

 
2 Kentish Express 24th November 1961 
3 The House Builder July 1966 etc. 



Dene’s middle area is deliberately discreet, giving an element of privacy to 
the residents. The development was probably aimed at retired people, not 
wanting a large garden of their own to maintain, but able to benefit from a 
shared garden. 

 

           

 



The Dene development is on a similar scale to surrounding properties and is 
harmonious, even if diƯerent to them. Mellow old Kent tiles helped with this 
integration. Access from adjoining streets is intimate. Each house has its 

own garden, albeit tiny. Good quality 
kitchen fittings and  direct access 
(open plan) between kitchen and 
living area were attractive to 
potential purchasers and having the 
staircase rising from the living room 
made clever use of the internal 
space. The Dene properties are 
intended to be easy to maintain and 
live in. Indeed, a current resident of 

The Dene, although confessing to hesitation at the time of moving in, but 
once settled, found it now a ‘truly wonderful place to live.’ 

The development also attracted fulsome praise from Pevsner as follows: 

The Dene, entered from Dental Street, is excellent mid 20th century housing 
by James C Williams, completed 1965. Two storey terraces, on three sides of 
a sloping lawn, with a three storey block down left, and a tree in the middle. 
Many small shifts of outline and colour, carefully composed in relation to the 
church on the slope above. This is the sort of new building to insert into an 
old town. Tile hanging with mellow, reused tiles. The builder was the local 
firm, Charlier.4 

Indeed, Pevsner curiously assigns a longer entry in his volume to The Dene 
than to Centuries5. Maybe he shudders at the thought of so much 
inappropriate 1960s development in older towns and the Dene shines as a 
beacon of how this should be done. Perhaps in the light of this, the Dene also 
won a Civic Trust (Kent) award in 1968. 

A 1969 article on The Dene is reproduced as appendix 3. 

 

 

 

 
4  Pevsner North East and East Kent Buildings Of England 1984 
5 A significant medieval building in Hythe dating from the 13th century. 



2.3  Sene Park (1967) 

Sene Park is also tastefully built on a 
slope, although this is steeper than at 
The Dene. Full advantage is  taken of 
the wonderful sea views available 
from all of the properties. There are 36 
bungalows and six houses in a  
peaceful spacious location, on the 
edge of the town, close to the golf 
course. The dwellings are generally at 

some distance from their neighbours, rather than crowded together as one 
sees at many other developments. Sene Park also won at least one national 
award, and a judge considering the Sene lay out, stated: An estate layout 
should exploit the potentialities of the site with regard to contours, views, 
orientation, and the retention of fine trees but in most cases these are 
disregarded in favour of well tried stereotyped layout forms6. 

Another judge commented favourably on the Sene Park houses, both 
internally and externally.. 

The entry works perfectly as a family house. The plan is excellent; the rooms 
are so pleasantly proportioned that they seem larger than they really are… 
This house looks good. It isn’t just an aggressively vertical, vulgarly colourful 
brick box as were so many entries. Instead with its flat roof, horizontal 
clapboarding, dark fascia boarding and well proportion fenestration 
(windows) it has achieved a long low and very serene appearance. White 
paintwork, brown bricks and the brown painted fascia boarding, though 
brand new when we saw them were in sympathy with the nearby trees and 
hills7. 

Pevsner is another advocate, with a brief but favourable report: 

… attractive, low density housing also by James C Williams of the late 
1960s. There is a sense of space and no crowding of the houses, which are 
mainly bungalows. 

 
6 Article on National Housing Awards April 1967 
7 Ibid 



So Sene Park, like the Dene, oƯered a superior and refreshing change to the 
inappropriate developments going on elsewhere. 

 

 

 

 



Potential purchasers could buy a plot to build the residence of their choice 
but the vast majority (all but two) bought houses already built. Most of the 
properties are bungalows and several of these have been extended over the 
years, taking advantage of their magnificent position. The temptation to 
build large houses or even blocks of flats on the site was avoided. 

 

2.4 Admirals Walk (1974) 

This was a block of luxury flats for a prominent site on the seafront in Hythe, 
backing on to South Road. Originally Charlier planned to build 42 flats, but 
this was ultimately reduced to just 20. They were sold for between £25,000 
and £50,000, high prices for the time. 

A novel feature was the use of plastic (PVC-U) framed windows so as to 
minimise corrosion from the proximate sea. Later in the 1987 storm, the 
frames were undamaged whereas their glass was smashed. The Charliers 
had viewed and understood the eƯicient use of plastic windows in Belgium 
in 1969. 

Adjacent to Admirals Walk, a modest hall also designed by Williams, was 
built for the Council for community use. It has since been expanded 
considerably and is now the Waterfront restaurant. 

                                                                                        

                                 

 

                    As built  (2026 photo)                                         Original project 



2.5.  Sir John Moore Avenue (1975) 

Interesting but not so instantly attractive as, for example, the Dene are the 
42 houses also designed by Williams at the top of Sir John Moore Avenue 
from 1975. Another sloping site as is not unusual in Hythe. The houses are 
thought to be built on a field above the School of Infantry ( demolished 
1974),where horses would have grazed. 

            

A little surprisingly mentioned by Pevsner, albeit briefly. 

… housing of c1975 by the Kelly Williams partnership (  i.e. James C 
Williams), hung with grey-blue asbestos tiles. 



                    

 

 

 

2.6  Cylinder House environs 

Charlier  acquired Cylinder House, an old Kentish house and its large garden, 
see second photo below. The initial plan was to demolish Cylinder House 
and build new houses on the plot. However recognising the architectural and 
other merits of the House, it was retained and houses were built in the 
garden. One of the buildings was a neat terrace designed by Williams, Pear 
Tree House, see below. 

 



.            

 

2.7. Shipfield estate, Dymchurch (1965) 

The forty two houses here are situated, as the name suggests, behind the 
Ship pub and close to the sea. The Estate, built in the early 1960s, comprises 
Hind Close, Sark Close and Tartane Lane. There are a large number of 
bungalows, although the reason for this is not known. 

 



               

The author visited Shipfield in May 2026 and was lucky enough to be kindly 
allowed admittance to 9 Hind Close. This house and its neighbour, 11 Hind 
Close (see above) are featured in  a short article in  House Builder magazine 
of July 1966 and it was noted that the best houses were selling them for 
£5,950. The Estate won a national award from House Beautiful magazine.. 
The four detached houses in Hind Close are the most interesting. 

 

 

 

 



2.8  Bartholomew Lane ( 9 to 15) 

On a narrow site in Saltwood are four terraced houses by Williams, their 
garages adjacent to a prominent residential road, Bartholomew Lane in 
Saltwood. The development caused some controversy locally at the time as 
the houses were thought by some to be somewhat out of character 
compared to older properties in the road. This is discussed in a 1965 press 
article shown as  Appendix 5 below8. It is understood that the furore arising 
from this development led to the formation of the Saltwood Village 
Preservation Society, not known as the Saltwood Village Society9. 

              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
8 …Gazette 26  May 1965, kindly provided by Mike de la Mere. 
9 Many thanks to Iris Pearce of the Saltwood Village Society for confirming this. 



 

2.9 Halliday Court 

Sheltered accommodation for the elderly , comprising thirty four flats, built 
for the Council. The buildings had to carefully take account of a magnificent 
tree, which sadly has had subsequently  to be removed as it had become 
dangerous. 

 

 

Halliday Court buildings ..and the tree stump. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2.10 Selected other properties 

 

Melrose Court flats, Stade Street 

 

 

Linden House, Tanners Hill 

 

 

 

 

 



 

3. Conclusions 

Much 1960s architecture in our country was often sadly of mediocre quality, 
built rapidly to tight budgets and featuring concrete, which tended to 
weather badly. High rise building emerged and became popular. Hythe can 
be glad to have not suƯered unduly from these excesses and the town 
boasts some excellent modern architecture. The Dene and Sene Park are  
prominent examples and both won national awards as well as favourable 
comment from Pevsner. 

Williams talked commendably in 1966 of looking to avoid the then current 
tendency to construct: 

 an ‘aggressively vertical vulgarly colourful brick box’ as a dwelling. 
 long roads with houses ‘marching along either side.’ Losing any 

sense of community in consequence10. 

The interiors were planned well, particularly for families and had what we 
would call ‘kitchen diners,’ open plan. 

Williams gained valuable experience  in the oƯice of Basil Spence, who 
although innovative (e.g. his rebuild of Coventry Cathedral ( 1956/62))  was 
often a practitioner of the less sympathetic modernist/brutalist style. 
Williams broke away to set up his own practice in 1964, at Duke Street, 
London W1 and later for many years with the Kelly Williams partnership. 

More research could consider other UK residential architecture in the 1960s 
and 1970s and compare these to the properties noted above. Some initial  
ideas have been helpfully  received from the RIBA and the 20th Century 
Society. 

All photos are by the author (and taken in 2026) and all properties in Hythe 
unless otherwise stated. 

Richard Holme 

 

 

 
10 Illustrated London News February 15 1969 



APPENDIX 1 – PALLADIO - EXTRACTS FROM SALE PARTICULARS c2024 

 



 

 



 



 



 

 



APPENDIX 2 – 1958 DAILY MAIL BOOK ARTICLE ON PALLADIO 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



APPENDIX 3 – ARTICLE ON THE DENE 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



APPENDIX 4 – ARTICLE ON SHIPFIELD ESTATE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



APPENDIX 5 – 1965 PRESS ARTICLE ON DEVELOPMENT IN SALTWOOD 

 

 

The above article shows an image of the development at 9/15 Bartholomew Lane (see 2.8 
above) and refers to Freshfields Close, the ‘20 bungalow’ site. Many thanks to local historian 
Mike de la Mere for the cutting and other useful information.  

 


