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Blythe Court   

The block of flats built on the site of the Ritz/Classic cinema was named Blythe Court, 

in honour of the last manager of the Classic, Don Blythe.   

   

   

Ritz Cinema:   

June 12, 1937: The Ritz Cinema opened on the corner of Prospect Road and East 

Street. This Art Deco-style building was part of the Union Cinemas chain and 

featured George Formby starring in “Keep Your Seats Please.” It seated 858 people, 

featured air conditioning, and had an exterior constructed of red brick with a plain 

façade.   

     
October 1937: The cinema was taken over by Associated British Cinemas (ABC).   

March 17, 1953: An independent operator assumed control from ABC.   
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1965: The Ritz closed for the first time and was transformed into a bingo hall under 

the management of Classic Cinemas.   

April 27, 1971: After declining attendance led to the building's conversion, a small 

cinema with 275 seats (retained in the divided circle) was renamed the Vogue 

Cinema and reopened.   

November 15, 1973: Mecca Ltd. took over the operation of the bingo section and 

managed the cinema as the Mecca Cinema.   

1980: Classic Cinemas regained control and rebranded the venue as Classic 

Cinema.   

August 7, 1984: The cinema closed for the final time after screening Harrison Ford in 

“Indiana Jones and the Temple of Doom.”   

Post-1984: The building was demolished to make way for the Blythe Court apartment 

complex.    
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Donald Roland Blythe born 2/08/1935 Cheriton Died 
1/1/1987 Ashford   
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Blythe Court is a highly regarded development of retirement apartments built in the 

late 1980s for residents aged 55 and over. It offers secure, independent living with a 

range of communal facilities.    

Key Features and Amenities   

Blythe Court is exclusively for residents aged 55 and over (with a provision for 

couples where one is over 60 and the other over 55). The development has an onsite 

House Manager and a 24-hour emergency Careline system accessible from all 

rooms. Apartments typically feature one or two bedrooms, a sitting/dining room, a 

fitted kitchen, and a shower room.    

Residents can utilise various communal amenities, including a lounge and 

conservatory, a laundry room, a guest suite, a hairdressing salon, and storage for 

mobility scooters. Parking is available in a communal area. The location on Prospect 

Road is central and convenient for local amenities and transport.    

Residents often organise social activities like bingo and coffee mornings. Pets may 

be allowed with permission.    
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Before the development of Blythe Court and cinema, there seems to have been no 

significant development on the plot of land area. "The Last Days of Hythe Harbour" 

by Maurice Young and Janine Umbers features a map that includes part of that area 

referred to as Knights Innings, dating back to 1555.   
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Lloyd George Domesday   

   

Between 1910 and 1915, the Valuation Office Survey—popularly known as the "Lloyd 

George Domesday"—recorded a significant plot of land in Hythe. Located at the 

prominent corner of Prospect Road and East Street, the site was documented under 

Reference No. 1997 and Map No. TH/ISE/U.   

   

   
The land, spanning approximately half an acre (1 rood and 30 perches), was held by 

Bertha Munk Burden, who served as both the owner and occupier. She resided 

nearby at East Bridge Lodge on East Street.   

During the inspection, the surveyor noted the site's high potential, describing it as 

being in a "particularly good position." Despite its suitability for construction, the 

records indicate the land remained undeveloped solely due to the owner's objection. 

While the surrounding area of Hythe saw growth, Bertha Munk Burden’s refusal to 

develop ensured this corner plot remained open land until 1930’s.   
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