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Mayor of Hythe 1922-1923 

 

Born in a quiet corner of Surrey on January 21, 1861, Edward Osborne was the son 

of Charles Osborne and Ann Geary. Little did his family know that this English boy 

was destined to become a towering figure in the bustling, far-off port of Hong Kong, 

before returning home to leave an indelible mark on the seaside town of Hythe. 

Edward’s journey began in earnest when he moved east, where the British Empire's 

trade was booming. In 1889, he took the helm as the secretary for the influential 

Hongkong and Kowloon Wharf and Godown Company. For nearly a quarter of a 

century, until 1913, Osborne was at the epicenter of Hong Kong’s commercial life. He 

was a dynamic force, a man whose fingers were in many pies, all of which grew into 

major ventures. 

His entrepreneurial spirit was legendary: he played a pivotal role in the formation of 

the iconic Star Ferry Company, oversaw the construction of the sophisticated Hong 

Kong Club building, and rescued the struggling Hongkong Hotel Company from the 

brink of bankruptcy. His influence extended further, sitting on the boards of major 

regional players like Dairy Farm and A.S. Watson. 

Recognition of his standing was formalized between 1906 and 1913, when he served 

as an appointed member of the Legislative Council of Hong Kong (MLC, JP), 

solidifying his reputation as both a keen businessman and a dedicated public servant 

in the colony. 

In 1913, at the age of 52, Edward decided it was time to step away from the Far 

East's relentless pace. He retired from his illustrious business career and returned 

with his family to England, seeking a quieter life by the sea in Hythe, Kent. By 

approximately 1915, they had settled into a home at 23 North Road. 

However, a "quiet life" was not in Osborne's nature. The end of World War I brought 

new challenges to his adopted hometown, particularly high unemployment among 
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local men. Characteristically, Osborne sprang into action, channeling his business 

acumen into community welfare. He established the Hythe Cabinet & Joinery Work 

Ltd., a company founded explicitly to provide employment and valuable trade training 

for local men returning from the war. The building where this enterprise thrived is 

known today as Osborne House. 

His civic engagement continued to burgeon. From 1922 to 1924, he served as a 

Borough Councillor and was elected the respected Mayor of Hythe. During his 

mayoralty, his commitment to the town's youth shone brightly. He founded the Boys’ 

Club in Portland Road, a much-needed dedicated space for the town's adolescents. 

To provide practical skills and a future path, he initiated a cabinet-making workshop 

there to train boys in carpentry and joinery, continuing his mission of post-war skill 

development. 

Edward’s generosity was evident throughout 

Hythe. His company, Hythe Cabinet & Joinery 

Work Ltd., didn't just train men; it produced 

quality craftsmanship. In a significant act of 

philanthropy, he was a joint benefactor (with G. 

L. Mackeson) for the new main organ at St 

Leonard’s Church. The exquisite casework for 

the Harrison & Harrison organ was built 

by his very own firm, and the instrument was 

dedicated by the Archbishop of 

Canterbury on May 16, 1936. 

 

 

 

Edward Osborne passed away on his 78th birthday, January 21, 1939, leaving 

behind a legacy that spanned continents. From the docks of Hong Kong to the quiet 

streets of Hythe, his life was a testament to entrepreneurial spirit and profound civic 

duty. His impact on Hythe can still be seen today, with landmarks like Osborne 

House and the resonant sound of the organ in St Leonard's Church serving as 

enduring reminders of the businessman who came home to give back. 
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Thank you, Anne Petrie, for contributing to the information above. 


